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Mr. YIjLEE. I prnfwue now to strike out '

n -ftion five. Th.it s-t-ijon proposes to moke & *

pnit of half n neetinn of Li ml to every person 1

v tio in v jfo to Orepon nml Mettle there front the '

i i ill' Decent Iter, IS.'iO, to tile 1st of Deeein'ier. '

j c,.y.i. «»., it propos a a gratuity i>l half a *«v- ,*
t of land to every one who will 00 to live in v

Oregon. This introduces an entirely new jsilirv.It oilers a stimulant t the settlement o|'ji
j .uiirtilar territory which is not allowed to a ij
» dter territory of tlu* United States, or to any
i'tale in which the | uhlic laud. lie. Jleietofore
t e highest linielit which we It.ivo allowed l<»

tiny Met tier has hecn that ho should Imvo a preemptionor tirst right to purchase the land upon
w.iielj lie settles, at the Government price.i. e.

jjil 'Jo per acre ; and that, too, is limited to n

(jii it- r section. It is proposed to (jive a half
s etio i to every one who may go to sett I in
Oregon. If that section is to remain in the hill,
1 dial I certainly expect tli t, us a matter offuirn-» to t ie other Territories, and to the oilier
S ute» in w hich pnplie lands may lie, the same in
doc' tnents may he allowed to tliein. < /therwisc.
uut'iJon will hi- more natural than tli.it the etui-1
gration w ill he diverted to Oregon alone, and tin
other parts of the United States must not eXjM el

... ....1 !
*' ;> i*» turn

Mr. BADGER. 1 w i.->li to suggest to ti e J
senator from Florida llii't lie entirely overooks 1

rum materia! ditVcrei.ee between Oregon and the 1

o'lier Territories ami States to which he alludes
1 i the first place, no inau will goto Oregon tin- '

I is yon liiie hi in to go there As i' is our ob-
j et to get the Territory | e >pled,we must resort
to I lie mentis which the particular condition of';'
t tings renders necess ry , whereas, with regard
to tlie State of Florida and other States and
'1 erritories, we lilav s >y of them that we hold out
tow so many inducements to invite settlers.11
line climate, rich soil, sduhrions atmosphere,
< ecasioti :lly an everglade, | laughter, j and also
ninny other circumstances to make them desirous
' re ideitce there.that all t!iat is nee. ssary to
fill .cm up with a large, vain b!e. ami desirable
p alatiou, is that the government should agree
t » .-II the land. Now, we want all these Terri
to.- -s peopled. It is highly important that Ore
go i should he. settled. The population is so

r- till that lliev cannot «K feud themselv-s from
t ie li.diaus. I'ntil they get to the condition re-

c is'-te to fake cue of tluMiist Ives, it will require
a large expenditure on the part of III". I." died
Slut... ! > l.rvit.'i-r fti.mii

I do not know liovv vv« can do heller III hi

this. It" we will get jteople to go there by giving
I ieiii land, tlie only ohjeetion ill .1 I e ill eoneeive

if is lint it possibly may involve n <|iiestioii of
(it'iirtienh on tlie part of the government to nt
«t the people to settle in such ;i country.

I,.tighter.| That is the only ohjeetion I etni
e to it. I should therefore, he indis|H)aed to h

strike o t the section. I think tli.it. under the
ireimistanees, it would a great deal better 1<V

keep the section in ; and if we ean get anybody I
le go there upon any terms, why. Ho so.

.Mr. FUOTE. 1 have* none of that feeling
w.ich, is sninewli.t prevalent in some portions
of our southern country, and leads some to oh

, j vt to our growing settlements in the far West.
I sh HI vote against this propositio w itli great
cordiality: being, for one, exceedingly desirous <

for the rapid settlement of our frontier country
on the Pacific. I

.Mr. VULEE. I huve not hoeii stimulated by |
j lousy in this matter. That w-uthi he- very in v

eisereet in a flutter of Ibis sort, as 1 would ev- s

I , et no benefit from legislation here to the part n
of tlie country in which I mn interested Hut as n

: matter of policy, it seems to tne that this pro* I'
vision is a very unwise one. I submit to the 1

i-eiute whether there is any reason for .,

. .uiiiw.pii 'w ir'u., ...a;,.,. #i... »;Ii
........... ... ... .............. . ..- |tionto the other side of the Rocky niountians by
a.iy extraordinary means. It is to he uppreIended that the migration has been already
mneh beyond what the natural indueenients of
t te eountry would justify thus far. I learn
1 .1 bodies of emigrants.very large bodies of
i .'in.are anxious now to return to this side of
t i Rocky mountain*. I have -been informed
1 iat t tie re are not less than '20.000 persons upon
t ie Picdie side of the mount iins who would be
jri.id, upon any terms almost, to return to this
side of the Rocky mountains, Rut, be that as
it may.be it so or not.there are inducements
strong enough to attract, beyond what perhaps
is reasonable; a current of emigration to then
oi'n-r side of the Roeky mountains. We know
I t the emigration overland t is year h is id-
i d v reached nearly .W,00U, and tlint 10.000 ot';
t. se persons are said to be settlers for Oregon,
'J' re is attraction enough, whether imaginary
or aetu d, to draw to that eountry all the stir-1
pins population which can lie spared from the
Atlantic States. And I ask whether it is wise
I iry to scatter our population.to offer induce
n: Tits to the people in the Atlantic States to
r ulster themselves to the Pacific, beyond what
toe natural attractions of the country would
u rr.irit'
We have the Territory of Minnesota and j

other Territories nearer the Atlantic States,
w.-.ieh will keep our population more co mpact.
a id tortlie settlement of which no special le-. "

gi.d.it >"> in '.ueements are held out. Wc mu-t f

eu..ii ier tiie f .ct, too. that the emigration to the
*

I' «.itie Te iltories already surpasses, even with "
llu natural indueenients of the country, the mi-
gi iiion th.t has ever taken pl.ee to our other
T "riioiies. I can conceive of no propriety, no
m i^do'ii, no policy, whieli would induce us to I
s' mill tic still further tliat transfer of our po- *

II ilalioii to the Pacific, iiy indueenients which *

j. never been offered heretofore in any other!
p i of rhe country for the settlement of am I
o .u ri.ew Territory. I can conceive the pro- t
priety of allowing to those w ho emigrated in i
t. early portion of the settlement of Oregon, t
a i ,i.| section, or a full section of land; for I i
Pan* sa\ they went there with the expectation of
receiving it. It would be fair to give it to tlictu, |
c i..i expected, from the inducements which were
bei.l out, from the fact of the bills pending be-1 t
fire I 'ongress for many vcarihaving tln.t provi- t
* in them to receive their bounty. I do not. |
I. -refore, pr<»pose to disturb tile preceding see '

t., |.the f.oirth section, which provides for all t

.v .-.i an have gon llicrc before this tun vaiul
f » lor those who iii.-iv go there up to tiio first '

< lTis-ember next. lint tin' firth section pro-1
i< stojro beyond that, and to give halt' sit!ions

t > H those who mav go t ore within the period '

* live years after the 1st of December, 18o0.^' i

\ o.i i,my give that to Oregon, to Minnesota, hut t
\ini gin- it to jitiv State in which the publicIIwis He! Mnw.l ask gentlemen to indicate'

a v r.-ason why the settlement of Oregon should t
In- stimulated beyond tiiat of any other portion i

t' e country, nr why the till.- of emigrations.ouhl be turned to that territory nlmie, and to, d
wilier. It you say it i* desirable that the j *

eitie coast should he pnpul ted, then give the U
s»iue inducements to California. Why confine o

i> l» (Iri'jfrtll ! 1 ho same necessity exists tor ii
1ne one as tor the other. \\ liy do yon siieciallv n
s l ef Oregon as the receiver of this Itounty,
; ,'i exclude tho other Pacific territories, which h
itr <i! t-ipul importance to be settled ' It i. u
t r,lines of California may ailord attraction r

th re; hut the agricultural portion of California (,
aj/ord no attraction.no Htieii special uttraeliou
. in gnjefer attraction than Oregon.perhaps r

;; .o great ail attraction as Oregon, as Oregon
i s id t ha a h-Iter agricultural country th in
f '' ir .i i. Now, it i* equally import mt.per-
i. os more important.that the agranjltitT.il por-
*:o,i California should b" settled, than that
x* Mould hnWI out i idneements f«r the settle- i

it ot Ore gun. Why is t he di-*ti»»« tiof) made
W iv dv it to the one, and not tire other! Why
t a t:ie i'.ie li: i-v-ialry even, and not to tb« At- I
L tx c »j ilry I I object to this speei I legi-da- i

1:011, jiiJ 1 hope the si. tion will be stricken out.. <
if it proper to stimulate settlements on public j t

-- "tmmiitm
lands In nil new countries, let it by agefjeml I
hill, applicable to all, putting every portion of
the eon itry <> i an tspui footing.

.Mr. BKlCillT. i linve mo fipar that tli«motion
>f the snator tiroiii Florida will prevail, arid
lenee i shall not consume tho time of tin? Senilein j/oino into un argument against it. lint
f 1m obvious to my mind tlmt there are good
v isoiih for giving a larger bounty to the settler
n Ori't'ini than to those of any other Territory
>f the United States. In the tirst place, sir, the
vtrenie distanee from the inhabited portion of
he United Stales.the great expellee, thegreat
uttit necessary to reach th it remote region
nor and above what in necessiry with respect
o the remaining portions of the United States
vhieh have Icon h"retofore n»-ttl«-«l.i* a .sufliiciilreason. Wh h ve been iii tin* habit of giving
o iit'fiial settlers I (50 acres of I tnd in Territories
ontiglinllS, mm it Were, to tile States. Ill this
mho the lands are at a dist nice ofmore than 3,000
idles away. Any man who goes that distance
0 tiiid a bom \ is certainly entitled. s-i\ ing millingalioiit a family, to too acres of land. We
low propose to give 320 acres to the citizen
1 lio gno* there with his fnuily, and becomes an

ictu .I si tiler and inhabitant of that country..
\s l have siid, the actual outfit necessary to
each the point ia order to enjoy this privilege
vill cost more than that ipinitity of land may
>o bought for i:i several of the States of this
Tiiion. Instead of 320 acres being an e\traorlinaryadvantage under sueli eircum-t ru es, I
nnsider it really less th m the nctual settler is
ititled to. I was under t!ie impression, until I
and the section this morning, ifi t the bill gave
section to the actud settler vyith a family, and

i ilf a section to tin- unmarried mm; and if I
vere to vote for anv tnodiHcation of the section,
t would h for giving a full section, instead of
educing the ijnallity. The cases cited by the
lonorable senator from Florida are not analog-
mis. Tin' Territories ot thy United rstales nave

been peopled heretofore is a very different m-naer.The advantages and diftadv.iutagee in the
.Hi's are not to b"compared. The ipi mlitv of

bind propoH *d to be given is, under the circumstances.extremely small.
Mr. BRNTON. I regret, Mr. President, t'int

rh" previous section was no* a proposition for.",
ionatioii of b 10 arret! to the e trl\* settlers. It o dy
proposes to give tlu-rn itJ < aeres. f> 10 acres.a
mile sq i.iri.would b sin II donation f-r a family

so f.ir oil hi the wi!d"r less as theaj lands are.

As to the seclio i now u.ulcr consideration,
mnn with a family get* only Inlfa section, and
i single man o ilv a quarter of i seetion. I hope
wi lows ire inclu led among t-ingle men, so as to
g"t at least the sin tiler qn tit v.

I think, Mr President, that these aie sin ill
amounts, under the eircuuvst inies, to bestow
and the I niteil States, in making a donation of
them under such circumstances, will he selling
them at the highest p ice that is known.a
higher price than can i>. estimated by "old and
silver pai I i ito the treusmy. Timy g-t in returnfor it settlers u ho iaqirnve the country, who
will defend the country, and wlm in all time to
eoiiie, will be raising up defenders of the country
.who, in tiie service of the I'nit. -d 'Stales, will
help to defend the whole country.who will
give rise 'u emume.rce through their products;
which commerce will bring money into the
treasury oftlic United States through ihccustoinliousrs.'I hev will pay a great price in the sor-

vice they will render the c mtry ; they are piv-
ing anotlier great price ill the privations and
hardships which they must themselves endure.
I am, therefore, for a great I berality with rrsj>ectto settlers in a new country ; and, of al.
the settlers in new com tries, none are so much
infilled to it as the people of Oregon.
When these people who are now in Oregon

»<>ir 111 t,, ,r,i tin,,-., ice ii'i'rc eonlesiintr willi a

trnijjilicii tin* popul iti <n of tii.tt repulsive re- 1

imi.in order to increase the jfeneral resources

f this country in home way by brinoiijjr that
ntrior, mo tliVrict «»t country, now* \\il<l, into ini*
jediate cultivation.

1 ask, Mr. President is that t'u* fuel ! I should
ike to trot the i icws of some honor ible senator*
ipon tli t subject Since the discovery of the
iches that are to be found in the mountains of
1 'lifor.iia, if I !i ive formed any proper estimate
>f the value of the country ''lc Oivjfon 'iVr- <

itory.of fie cultivable portion of that country '

.it h one of the most advantageous locations, t
lor all the purposes of «»frirolture.mJ, indeed,
it every ot-»er br inch of industry.now within jlite limits ot tin United Slates, and olfers ^'reaU-r i

inducement* to immigrant* and settlors than «

toy o her portion of our unsettled domain.. li
^ on ham only to look at the immense riches t
liuit lie undeveloped ift tlte fort sts of tho Co I urn- li
r«ia rit or, tor whivli tiitro i, abeady, and must t
;>er uti.itiiMK' to ho, an jpmjense demand in 1
California. That alone will fgrrw an indueerucnt c

o emigration such as hardly any country has t

y, .
' *,y,+.j ..V ... o

inwerhtl foreign nation for tin- title of that
oitntry. It was their occiipanot that forced the
eti lenient «t the question from which the diplo- [
natists aiid statesmen had been shrinking. For
nore th\n a quarter of it cutiiry diplomatists
ul been to denvnring merely to stave oil' the
port ion from day to day. Meantime these j
>etilei-s look possession of the country, and i(
toiced a decision of the question. They co i;liered it : ttiey conquered it from the savages.

Filey conquered it frotn Great Ihitai t; and they
mi ijiiereil it from the utipineneuM and negligence
of legislators and diplomatists. They conquered
it in every sense of the word, and tlmv are en-

tiilc'i to a great deal on the part of the United
States 011 account of it. VVIi.it 1 say in regard
to Oregon .applies to her. and not to any other
seel ion of t!ie country. When we conic to('a!i
forma, i sin.II be ru.ulv toco isidcr here ise, under
(lie p irtienlar eireuuistanees wliieh may distinguishit. 1 t .ke Oregon as it is. presenting as

t do s, the very higlies' cl.iiius to the eonsidcrnlion:iud eountenanee of the American Congress.
1 wiil vote for the largest grant that any gentlemmwill vote for.

Mr. DICKINSON. Mi. President, I concur

fully with the two senators last up in regard to

this matter. The gro test objection I have is,
that I do not b lievo the donation is enougli.
Oregon is now an organized Terriory: but
when most of these persons went there, it was

literally, ih the latigtt.'ge of the old psalmody, a

place
"Where nothing dwelt lint beasts of prey,
And men as fierce and wild as the>."
They went and reclaimed if.brought it under

fie laws of civilization and of the United St ites.

riiey braved all the dangers of flic border: and <

f lliere are any people entitled to the eon iil<>ritionand the liberal reward of the Government '
if tlie United States, it is the people of tli.it '

Perritorv. The eases cited by the senntoi f om
"lorida, '{Mr. V ri.Kt:) are not applicable to the <

leople of Oregon, wno have crossed the Roekv <

noiliitiiiiih, and run the ha;: irds of the border
ife. s ivage depredations, and the thous.ndde
irivations of that distant region. They have .!
'.ell earned a'l that we now propose to give
lieni.<

Mr. RKIJ,. Mr. IVcsid n', I do not wish
:o detain the Senate by discussing this ques
ion; Imt really, »ir. I think U't' are running wild 1

n a carreer which ban heretofore b -en wild :

o some extent. I have generally voted forties I
ngliberally with the actual settlers of our rc.v

'

Territories, by giving them donations of the '

uib'ie lands: hnt I understand that this bill not v

ntly proposes the donation of a s- etion of land 1

0 l!ie settlers and pioneers in that country. 1

hose who are there, aire dv.but that it pro- '

Motes also a donation of half a section to all
(tflwi shall go there up to a certain time. Now.
lir, I e mnoi perceive the wisdom of that. The
( I pioneeis.the settlers who have undergone
to many difficulties, and trials, nod deprivations
.are entitled to some consideration at our

lands. I should even have no objections to J
linking a lib >ral donation to all that are there
u»w ; l>nt I think that i* going to the vcrv furbestextent of liberality.
Now. sir, I understand that this hill is based
mi the idea suggested liv the ho.nimble seiri-

or fr on North Car liipi, ( Mr. Tvoi.ek.J tiuit it
s verv diflieiilt tor settler* to go tliere. and that
t is extrenielv desirable to get them to go tliere

1 -in,. . ml ..r in ii-^iiiieit< in urih'i- 1m

( ve.1 firescntdd. But Vtrhen voii take into t'lo
cceohnt the de'Tmnd that Cnliforci i is already
erentimjjr for i'V, rv species of product such as

Oit^'iin in ad iptod to furnish, it nwrus In tn« t!i»t
tin ciiterpi taiutf IIK'U, \v iio is desirous ot iK'tU'riji^
his condition, could make a more pioijiisino selectionof a home. There a*e (drcidy some

!.*)(),uni) or inhabitants in California, of
whom not oie-huudrcdth part itrr Mibsistod by
cultivatio i of the soil. Tlicv ore dependent
upon iieitrtdmrinj; countries lor their support..
In a verv few years, there will lie half a million
o| jnh iliitant.s liiere ; and llow lon£ will il he
before there will be two millions or three millionsof inhabitants in a cnuntrv, where there
are (fold placers ot' hundreds of miles in extent.
rind where not one-hundredth |i irl will ever be
sii-tailed by Agricultural | ursu Is, inul mint
draw their Hiilwi->tiMu*<» from tin* surrounding
countries. California is now, I mil informed,
chiefly snppli. <1 with Hour fro ;i Chili. If I inn
not wholly misinformed ns to the diameter of
t! 10 soil and climate in Oregon, it is destined to
be abundantly podiutive in just those products
which will he so abundantly demanded for consiiui|>tioiii California. In position it is ini.nediitely Adjoining Califomis and more convenientlysituated for furnishing thos supplies
than any other country. Sir, there is no portion
of the agricultural districts of the United States
that is so favor.ildv situated at this time to offer
tiiev«kTV highest inducements.there isnocouutav, w ith th exception f California, whieli offers
my eijnal inducements. Are not these Willieieiil
advant iges without our giving away this vnluibleterritory.

i know, sir, tint gentlemen will t ike such a

course as tliev choose, and prolnhly such a one
as this proposition contemplates. I know the
nature of the rising popular sentiment: and if
gentlemon are disposed to run a popular career
<hi Lliis subject, tin*v will vote for giving away
our publii- (loin tin without stint, ami whoever
attempt* to interpose any restr but will ii.nl
liiliisell overwhelmed by sueii art opposition as

hucannot w'thstand. lint is it not enough to
give liberal don itions to those who b U'o gone
there without lliese inducements, with such
'lowing oxp ctniions as now present th-un
selves ; hut must we addition to the i idtfciiiuits which now present themselves. I ivish
those most pio itable agricultural lands belongingto the public (loin iin of the United States
I am willing to gvc a section of bind to thus *

who went there without these indueeinents, and
suffered all trie trials and hardships to which
reference iias been made. But. sir, Oregon is
now built up into a prosperous territory. The
popul ition already there is strong enough to
stand, oven without tin* protection of the United
States, against the weak Indian tribes upon their
borders. I am, i repot, ready to deal liberally
by those who went there without tiros inducementswhich now cist, a.id hid,to encounter
l ie hardships of the cirly settlement of the
count v. But that ti ne has passed. Those
hardships are now passed. The settlers who
arc there have earned their bounty. (Jive them
a section apiece if you p'ease; b it do not IcLu*
chingo our general policy, and giveaway the
public aids wantonly and unnecessarily. I see
no necessity and no reason for such a change
in our policy. I .see no reason why we shoul !
hold out the ,e e\train* li try inducement* to the
settlement of III t country, which lias so many
inducement* of its own.more I verily b dieve
til in any other torrit try of lite United States.

Sir, I have offered tiusc rein irks as some explanationfur the vote which I shall give upon
this subject. I will not dwell longer upon the
subject, uml upon the whole policy of getting
ri I of all our wi d lands as >pccdily as possible.
I shrill li n't uwi'if to it I s mil vote a mill-,! it

~ r o"*/iVoiu no want of libe:.i!ity, but from my j'> 1 yim-ntof w hat is judicious aiul proper.
Mr. IIAM UN. I do not rise to discuss t!ie

[ii ,-stio.i, but to express t.'ie liopo Unit, tiie tSonit<»rfioin Illinois will jtress tliis bill to a \ote
it. once, and tiiat tin* friends of Or you will v >te,
in not talk. I think Senators uiu.st be lull)'
lensiblo that if we do not devote a poition of
inir time to executive bu.sinesss, it must result
in an extra session of this body. For one, i
wish to avoid this result.

Mr. HOUSTON. It was not my intention to
make any remarks upon the bill, but simply t<>
have voted for its pnssayc, until t i« remarks
made bv the senator from Florida. [Mr. VuuiK,]
and bis motion to strike out tin- fifth section. 1
object to that section also, but my objections
are very different from those pre» -tile I by lijm,
I object to it because the i .duCeiileuts nil" led
ire iiisutlicieut for the h i/.ards and dillicultios of
reinoviny to the territory of Oregon. It lias
been very particularly stated.uul I yrant you
that it is true.that it lias not been in accord
mice with t ie us::ye of the Government to yrunt
lan ls in advance to emigrants who m iy hereafter
yo to a territory 5 but, sir. It is a policy quite
similar to that pursued by the State ot> North
Carolina in the settlement of the State of Tennessee.A bounty of blO acres was yrunted to

every inhabitant of Ninth Carolina who slmuld
settle in the county then e.lled Cumberland,
wliieli is now Western Tennessee. Too r \uhoii

was that the country w s infested with hostile
Indians, and it required some inducement to lead
population into a country in which there was so

i. ..» .1......... ....a ,.» hum. n> sa. ..... ..» .i..
mil II IM II lll^n 111*4 VI Mill.* .III). UWIIIl" III III!"

>est citizens.some of the most substaoti I
hmilies of the St ite of To i.lessee.have grown
)«t of tlint wi.se .iiid provident policy.
The settlement of Cumberland might. have

men postponed some h If a century, if it hud
lot been for this wise and liuina ie policy of!
Vortli Carolina. The consefpionce was that
1 nnberl md soon obtained a pnpul it ion sulli
'ont to defend themselves against the powerful
:ribps of hod a Indians wlio surrounded them
Now. sir, what li is bee 1 the situation «.f Ore

r.uif It is so remote fro ill the settlements of|
[he States, that it i- almost removed beyond'
veil the com on sympathies of onr kind. I
reenl!cet that when I first came into this eh tin

her. Oregon was then a h me <»( contention,some
o.,tending that aid should he reo ler.nl to Oregon.while others oppose I it ; nil tor some reaiinOregon has been Meg'eeto I fo1* years, ae-d np
o the present day. Whim she was most s. -;
rerely pressed by the Indians, ami a rugmiuit
ams raised for Iter defend*, it was djwrte I from
he object of its creation and marched to Max
n: so that Oregon has been for years without
he benefits of that provision of law. Well, sir,j
the people who have gone to Oregon deserve
jre ( credit. Tliev have {(one there in accord
tnce with the spirit of eiiterpii/.e which belongs
Lo the Aim iie-ut cii ra ter, and i.i accordance:
with 1 hut. spirit of d .riiej- and adventure which
will doubtless remain while there is a distant!
Miintry to occupy or difficulties to encounter,
I'll use who ha*e gone there, and of whom it is
«iid that they are anxious to return, will o.ui

hid reason to lie satisti d wit!* their condition,
I' this inducement is given to enii,'Fant- to go toj
!i it c entry. Their condition will in*]>r«»v«.l;:
id litiomil confidence will b inspired, mid emu-,

afinn among them wit soon produce a thmrislinj;and powerful colony. Our «-il *« ;» * will jzn
li re with tin- expect dio:i of bettering their
'ondition; and if the Government will by it-,
intmnuge enable (hum to consummate their cnerprizc,it will result bciaiiivi.illy to t!ic Feiler I
ioccrninent by increasing it* eonimorcu an«J extendingit* power.
Comparing this with other Inducements which

tavc been oljered on other occasions, I do not
think it by any moans extravagant; nor do I
blink it will be more than a f ir recompense for
Jim h.'i/.nrds encountered, ami the del .y and loss
»f time incident to emigration. A t entire yuar
iln«t be lost in emigrating from any pnrti.ni of
he United States to Oregon. TImj qislai-co Is
liree thousand nil'es t It. .*1 front the Inhabited
> irt ot a iy St do in this Union to the settlements
n Oregon. Then, *:r, I think that i recompense
if 3*J0 acres of land is very inMjtjjt,ie.it for the
izard, the dillieulMes the toil, and t ie o\poMire
hat are incurred on a trip to Oregon. I would
illicit rat >er vote t«» give Old ae.es than 3-0. I
hink it would not be very munificent i.i the
iovernment to give even Hit) acres. Those who
.migrate to Oregon do not lose their allegiance
0 the United Ntutcs. They go there :spiu-j

I
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n««ri. to extend the influence and eritargtf the
|mjw<t , of tiie P< Jural Government ; ajid they
deserve a r eoinpense for the enterprise #hicn
they haw* e\inced : and for the ben lit* liu£ will
l>e rcfl ttci upon the Government by the extensionof its powers upon tiie Pacific coast. The
benefits that will recur to the Federal Governmeatwill more than c mpensate it for the disposalof every acre that may be ranted to einigrants.The resourcesof Oregon are said to be
imiiietiMi. The la als arc fertile; then why not
give them to those wlio will cultivate them 1
do not care if the same provision is extended to
California. I should he very willing to have mechanicsand agriculturists go to there countries,
and I think it is well to hold out an inducement
for them to do so. The lumber trade of.Oregon
would become of va t importance, and it is one

of the finest wheat-growing countries in the
world. Tlien, why not induce our citizens to
go there, mi l compete with Ch'li and other
Smgh American States in supplying ihe markets
of (ailiforiiia We have enough of surplus
population, who wouhWio well to go there,
VViiv not ai I tliein in emigrating, or lit least exitend to tie* sufficient inducements to go ? They
will not Ins-- their citizenship by going. They
will continue to lie Anicri.mn ci izens, and
America should engage in any enterprise that
hikes them to that country. It should give them
every facility for emigrating : for they will still
he eiii/.ens of the United States, and this graItuitv w,l! not he conferred upon strangers. It
will In- aiding to develop the v.is' resources of
the countrv, and ereati ig new springs of wealth,
of enterprise, and of commercial po.ver. These,
sir. are the objects you would he siding to accomplish.

1 am clcrlv in fivor of giving the bounty, and
I would l,e willing to give even more than isnow
proposed; aihi to convince lion. gentlemen null
1 miii not more |> rti.il to Oregon than to other
portions of the Union in the distribution of the
public Inn Is, I would give u section tonny indus1trioiis fmiilv tli it would emigrate to these amis
I wo.tld aid in huil liny ir> the population of the
South as well ms the North, 4 have no preju-
dice a1.' iust either the Itiorth or the South; and
if gentlemen will bring in alii making provisionfor giving 320 or G 10 acres to every industriousfamily tInst will emigrate to the vacant
lands of Florid i, I will cheerfully vote for such
i me isure. I am sure 'his would not he making
fish of one unv flesh of another. I will willingly
extend the policy wherever mid whenever there
is ;ui opportunity of red-icing..the. lands within
the jurisdiction of the United State* to n state
of cultivation ; and ( will always support that
policy as long as i occupy a scut upon this floor,
or while we have an almost boundless extent of
u icultiwiled, unreclaimed, and uninhabited domain.

.Mr. Vl'IiRK demanded the yeas and nays;
which were ordered.

Mr. WALK10R. Is not that secFon before
stricken out susceptible of amendment?
The PRKSIDICNT. Certainly.
Mr. WAI.KICR. Then, I wish to offer an

amend neiil to eoinc at the close of it. as a second
Wilmot Proviso. I will read it.

[ Tiie Reporter could not obtain a copy of this
amendment. Its object, however, was hoineIstead exemption.)

I shall ask, bo In ro the vote is taken upon that,
the vcas and nays ; and 1 propose to oiler a very
few obsci v dions upon it. I lie discussion whicii
we have just heard, strikes me aa soniewh.it pe
euli r. It is an argument and a discussion which
certainly applies m >iv to the present moment
Mian legislation ought to be applied, or argumentsi favor of legislation. Now, sir, if we
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lit' Lliu w is cs of sviators, it is not that their
wishes am tliivo.tt.il to the future welfare of the
eountry, hut to the present moment me cly.aud
to the present interest.the selfish interests.of
those who exist at the present day. Their minds
seem not to he direeted to t! 10 future welfare of
Oregon or tiie United States. The argument is
that tliis grant of donation is too sin II. 1 s ly
to those gentlemen that the tiuie will emu© when
people w ill go to Oregon w ille ut bounties: and
when they go there.mark my words.they
will not thank those senators for having given
this land in whole seetions to those who happened
to gothete before them. Then they will seek land
for themsel es, and they will It ok b ek upon
this legislation with disapprobation. Sir, if yon

{fling to legislate in favor of the periivi
jent interest of the whole country, do not adopt
the pnljey of granting these lands in large
qualities to individuals. l»et the quantity be as

sin til as the ultimate interests of that eountrv
will demand : so that when the population be-
co nes heavy and dense, the land of the country
in ly h liberally distributed as its then present.
now future, interests require. Gentlemen seem
to t e vicing with each other who shall make the
biggest proposition with regard to this matter.
Why, sir, I hoy am aiming their mighty energies
In a direction that seems to me to be unavailing
to them in one p.dnt of view, if their object is
to make the biggest bids over one another..
They are bidding for a section ofeountry where
thero are no vole One of tile senators has
spoken of this..that they have got no votes.;
I heard of a politician once im tin* State of Illinois,wlio took on' 11 friend, wlio happened
to lie from the Knier.dd Isle, to show liiiu a

steam dredging machine l!iat Irid been inventedbv a friend, to plough through the low
prairies of Illinois, and dig their canal, He
saw it operating; how it scooped np the earth
in carts, and deposited it in the right place..
He looked at it, and then said, " It d.,es operate
admirably ; it scoops np the earth bean ifull*:
and does the work of forty Irishmen : hut the
thing cat.'t vote." Faith," says the operator,
as he t ip|)"d him on the shoulder, "that is true,:
and i would not give one Irishman for twenty
dredging-in.'M'hlnes."

Let us look to what they will be hereafter.!
when the necessities of (lie comniuuil v, the lie-1
cessities of the settler, demand what they now

propose to give litem.a fo tiag upon the earth,
and a houie where to reside. Now, sir, this
nienda e t which is propos <1, is i:i view of the

'j aantity living one hiiodred and sixty acres, but
:1 is applicable if the jiuiutity is left three bun-
died a.k| twenty. It proposes to exempt the
lands from forced sale In the h tluls of the one

t«i whom it is granted, as permanently as this
(ioveriimont can control the matter, and that is
during the existence of the territorial governnientthere. It furthermore precludes the trans-1
for of it to him wlio already owns an equal quan-
litv.of land. It keeps it in his hands, or at least
forbids him to convey it to any other person
who ow ns any other land, or at least a sufficient
amount, with that conveyed, to amount to more
than the one hundred and sixty, or three hundred
and twenty acres. I believe it might be the
policy of the country to adopt this system.

I have argued this question upon its general
principles before, and I do not propose to repeat
am thing I then said ; but I am morn and more
convinced even <1 y of my life th t such ought
to lie the policy adopted by the (ioverninent of
the United States. I am satisfied the more of
thjs fact from the in inner in which the general
argument which I then had the honor of ad-
dressing t<> tin- Senate Ins struck tin* country.
not the [>ol tic-inns of the country.not thy olliceholdingor tiie o lice-seeking portion of tin* community,hut the muss of the laboring men of tin*
I'll) !, These thjngs. I repeat. have satisfied inc

more that the views I then presented are in nccoid.incc*uit It the true Interests of the country: |
fur men have spoken upon this subject, and
written upon tllis subject, si oo the matter was !1
placed before the country, who never before took j1in view tlio true int -rests of tno iK-nple, and
p<rtieul:irly the great uru of the I touring ooiu- j'
inunltv. who have, do now, and exvr iiiu-t contributetiie true weal tit which thi* country possesses.| have s 'Id that If I could see that policy
adopted, it would be the height of uty ambition.
I rcpO't it hero. Whether jt will be or not, I
know not; but I wish, sjr, upon the principles
Involved |n this amendment, to get the sense of
tlio Senate upon this h.W , and theroforc I call
for the ve.iH and nays.

Mr. ftADGER. I wish, Mr. President, to
second the proposition more than once m..de by
the Mounter from Maine, [Mr. IIammm.] It is

known to the Senate that to-i»omow to* Kara
to take up the civil dial diplomatic appropriatto|
I ill, and proctted witli it utilil it is (liain.sWpi
It is knovMi to ns all that we have cxeclffve
business enough to occupy the Senate one Week,
applying to it nil of the ordinary sitting Immim
we give to poblie business. Unless we can disposeof some essential nod important public
business to-day in executive session, it seems to
nie tliul the consequence will be, as already *tig

jestedthat there will he lieccnsirilv an extra
session between the close of. this and the coiuineneuuiehtof the next session of Congress..
Now, sir, 1 have stated this : and if the Senate
intends to proceed with this bill, and occupy the
whole day with it, well and good. I shall lie
content, and cheerfully Like my full share in
throwing away ho much of the day may or

convenient. but it* the Senate cIio«»h«*h to go
into executive business and dispone of it, 1 shdl
prefer to do so. \Vith the view of a»-eitaiuiiig
t!ie sense of the Senate ijjmoi this subject, I move
to lay this bill upon the table.

Mr. BRIGHT. I hope the senator will withdrawthat motion.
Mr. BALKJER, I merely wish the sense of

the Senate.
Mr. IXHJGf.AS demanded the yeas and nays
Mr. BERRIEN'. I hope litis will not be considereda test question.
Mr. DOUGLAS. I shall give tip till hope of

the bill, if it is defeated now.
The yer.s and nays not Ireiitg ordered, the

(| tiesLion was taken upon the motion to lay njsui
tiie table; and resulted, upon division, ayes, J'.l.
noes 22.
So tlie motion was rejected.
The question recurring upon the amendment

submitted by Mr. Wai,kt:it, the yeas ami nays
were ordered.

Mr. BENTON suggested that the amendment
made no exception in favor of pre-existing con

tracts, which he deemed to be proper to be exIeepted.
Mr. CASS. I want to say n few words upon

:lie passage of this measure. As to the granting
of gratuities to actual settlers in Oregon, I am preparedto go ns far as any man ; for I believe we
are called upon to do it by every just consideration.It adds to the power, to the stability, nnd
to the wealth of the country. I am likewise prepared,as I have before said, upon a suitable occasion,to grunt to actual settlers a tract of land underproper restrictions. I believe there is no ir»"re
important consideration in this country. 1 believemen are worth more than land; and land is
only valuable when possessed by men for purposesof improvement and cultivation,
With respect to the proposition of the senator

from Wisconsin, I cannot vote for it. It is to trie

a Wilmot Proviso. I think it is one of those questionswhich should be left to the internal legislature.whichpeople should determine for tnem-
neves, i believe we hiive no more right to interferewith that than with any other question of internallegislation. It is an application to its to put
such ti provision upon our own "rants to the States.
We could not do it. We could not control tlie
lands. The question must he left to the people of
the States and territories to determine for themselves.For myself, as a member of a State, I am
in favor of the homestead exemption. I ant in
favor of that kind of proviso. 1 lielieve that the
widows, families, wives, and children, should lie
protected by the State.should he proiected as

much as possible against the improvidenc.eor misconductof the husband and father, 1 believe they
are among the most valuable creditors of the
State., lu this point of view, my own State, in
the recent constitution proposed.and 1 trust it
will be adopted.have established that provision,
as a wise, judicious, and humane one. I do not
commit myself as to detuiis.as to this or that
amount.but the general principle 1 am in favor
of; Hildas I have siid upon anolht r occasion, I
am utterly against this Congress putting its finger
into the great business of the internal legislation
of any people, Stale or territory; and 1 find 110

authority for it in the constitution.
Mr. H.AlLLW I feel under the obligation to

renew the motion which has just been made by
the senator front .North Carolina. I move to postponethe further consideration of this bill until tomorrow,for the purpose of going into executive
seas on. There is a proverb that sayN, " Save me
front my friends:" and I think this bill might well
exclaim in that language, "Save me from my
friends."
Mr. DOIJGLA.S. 1 hope that motion will not

prevail. This bill has been up several times, and
would have been disposed of in a moment or two,
had not a motion been m ale, just as we were comingto a vote, to postpone it. If it is now postponed,all this debate is lust, and you have to-nmriowoccupied vyjtl; it. We can now finish the bill
in a few momenta; and I think the best way to
husband our time is to stick to one bill, and puss
it or defeat it before we leave it. I hope the motionwill not prevail,
Mr. BUTLER. If there is to be tto further debate,1 am ready for a vote; but 1 believe we bat e

nominations before us, the discussion of which
will take un nearly all the time of this Congress,
The question being taken upon 'he iv> ton to

postpone, it was ryjeeltid upon a division.ayes
ii}, noes ^3.
Mr. WALKER. To obviate the objection of

the senator from Maine, I wish to s ty that there
is a bill now before the Senate, which i believe he
has been advocating, in which lie takes the very
revorwe ground to that which he hus just taken..
It is the bill which the senator front Illinois has in
charge. There the exemption is express, that the
land should not he charged with the payment of
any debt incurred by such officer or soldier prior
to issuing the patent.

In answer to the senator from Michigan, 1 have
only to say that if he is an advocate of donations
to actual settlers, with proper checks, as he say*,
perhaps the lime will come wljen he will see the
favorable moment to establish those checks. I
deem this as a proper time, and therefore have
offered this, and shall vote for it.
Mr. BADGER. Lest my vote upon this

amendment should he misunderstood, as the yeas
and nays have been culled, I wish to say a word
or two. I do not entirely concur with the views
expressed by the senator from Michigan with re-j
gard to the right or power to interfere with the
internal regulations of this territory. It is well
known that I entertain the opinion that we have
the largest power to interfere with the government
of our territories. We have a right to do us we

please with them.
But I cannot concur in or vote for the amendmentproposed bv the senator from Wisconsin.

for « reason to v\ liieli I wish to cull his aitention.lit the early time of our English forefathers,lands \yerp protected from alienation.
They seem to have been entirely protected, and
various contrivances were resorted to by legislationto keep lauds in tbe families in which they
were once found. Tbe free spirit of that country,
through the judges.and when it could reach and
influence the legislative body, through the legisln-
ture.has been engaged in an effort to disentangle
(be land front tliese incumbrances, to make it a

subject of free disposition, and so far r.s thu mis
tocratic notions of that count y will p rmit, to
make it amenable to the payment of just debts.
I think thai was progress in the right direction;!
and I am not for taking a step backwards towardsthose t ines, when the interests of a man's
family in retaining possession of an estate were
considered higher and more sacred than the interestsof his creditors and his obligations to pay
liiR just debts. That is my opinion. 1 Inivr no

notion, for one, that we shall embark in an arrangementby which we shall secure this property
from creditors, by which we shall hold out legislativesanction to the defrauding of creditors; by
which we shall teach that we consider the claim
of creditors not to he respected.

Again, sir; when we give these lands, I nm

for giving them out and out. Every trammel
thrown around them, is, in my judgment, either
mediately and immediately, an injury to the
owner, A man's credit is diminished, and his
respectability is diminished, if lie is allowed tn
retain his property and hold his creditors at defiance.The pecuniary interests, the moral character,the ultimate success of every society, refiuirethat every man should he omnpelled to lee!
that honestyi if he docs not esteem it his Inchest
duty, is at least his best policy. Therefore, ir,
unless tnv friend from Wisconsin can remove these
Jidimities, I must vote agninat his nmendrrtent,
Mr. 8KNT0N, Mr. President, I seldom vote

for the yensnn| nays upon collateral questions, for
iite Instant the uyes nod nays are called, every sena-
tor must get up and explain the reasons of his vote.
l'liey are obliged to do an, 1 therefore scarcely
ever vote for the yeas ami nays un a collateral
mention! for I hope to avoid the time of taking
hem, nnd, still more, to avoid the speeches which
must he made upon them. Now, if call for the
vena and nays in this case he withdrawn by unanimousconsent, we could finish this business in
five minutes, and have the executive session we
ire all waiting for.
Mr. HAMLIN moved that the further consid-

V«vMkm) «f th« iubj«ct b* postponed until lo mor*

Rpw; tMi< h notion wai lust «n a division.ayes
L.SJ, homSS. *

^Thr quesion l»eiiig ihen taken unon Mr. WalkSi'amend oent, it was rejected.yga* 3, naya
44.ns
Y«*s.Mmri Dodge of Wisconsin, Seward

and Walker.3.
N'av*.Mriar*. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin,

Barnwell, Bell, Benton, Berrien, Bright, Butler,
Cub*, Clarke, Davia, of MasnaehiiKetUi, Davis, of
Mississippi, Dnwmn, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge,
of lo*.», Douglas, Downs, Ewing, Felch, Fremont,little,Hnuilin, Houston, Jones, King, Mailgum,Mason. Morton, Norns, Fruit, Husk, Sebastian,Shield* Sniitli, Soule, Spruance, Sturgeon.Turney, Underwood, Wales, Winlhrop,
and Yulee.44.
Mr. UNDKRWOOD. I rise to propose a comiii'iinijtis miuI (Kit! m t (%;«f vl « r^r.tin lhc Hp.itoti

hut change the year into 18,~>I.to give them
two year* ton vail ihemnelveB of the benefit of th in
<1.(nation, nnd to put it in the power of the next
Congress to change it. I dislike to hove it remainfive yeurn. I mil a friend of the till, hut 1
prefer to chnnge |Hjj to 1Ho£, und let the next
Congrrex have the power to change it. I hope
that will l>e done, nod that we ahnll a'l vole for
the hill. I make the motion to atr.ke out "five"
anJ insert "two."
The question hexijr taken, it waa rejected upon

division.uyes :J2, nays Ui.
Mr. DA W»ON renew ed the motion to amend,

and rn led for the yeas and nnya.
Mr. HAMLIN impureJ if it was in order; the

Chair having nnnonni'eJ ihe decision, remarking
that the motion could he renewed hi Senate, hut
not in coinmiltee.
The PRESIDENT. No action having 'interIvenej, the* motion is not strictly in order.
Mr. WINTH HOP. Mr. President, this is a

constitutional question, rather than a question of
order, to which my ntteetion litis heen called in
another branch. I think that, ns the constitution
requires that upon any question, if n certain num|ber demand the yeas ana nave, tliev shall he eti;tered ujmiii the record, a deecisum of the questiondoes not interfere with that right. It was thought
there is nothing to interfere, even after the decinJion is announced, when any gentlsmnn demands,
in the worth of the Constitution, that the vena nnd
nays should he entered upon tiie record ; and it
was always done.
Mr. DICKINSON. That cannot l>» the rule,1

because, according to that, they might be entered
even if another question intervened.
The PRESIDENT, The Chair atvtes that the

question is not pending. When a question in
(lending, one-fifth of the body, under the Constitution,can order the ye.is and nays u|>oii that
ending quest cm to be enteied upon the journal ;

but they cannot order the yeas nnd nays upon a

question which is not pending, but line been dia-
posed of by u vote of the Senate nnd the announce-
nient or the presiding officer. That has been the
practice of the Senate. The ifitnlor from
gia can reach hi* object by proposing i<> strike oul
oiher word* in the Name connexion.
Mr. DAWSON moved in strike mil "December1, 1855," and insert ''Mnrrli 4, 16Sj."
The question being taken upon the amendment,the yeua were 2(i, nays 2b, as follows :

Yeti.Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell,Dell, Derrien, Duller, Clarke, Davis, of Massachusetts,Davis, of Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton,Ewing, Greene, Hunter, Kintr, Mangum, Mason,
Morton, Pratt, Sebastian, Smith, Hiirunnce, Turtiev,Underwood, Walker, and Yulee.2b.
Nays.Messrs. Baldwin, Denton, Bright, C'nss,

Chase, C toper, Dickinson, Dodge, of Wisconsin,
Dodge, of Iowa, Douglas, Downs, Felch. Foote,
Fremont, Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Jones, Norris.Husk, Seward, Shields, Soule, Sturgeon,Wales, and Winihrop.2b.
So the amendment was rejfeted.Mr. BADGER moved to amend the section so

as to extend the time to Ict.VI ; which was agreed
to.yeas 22, nays 24.as follows :
Ykas.Messrs. AlehiRon, Badger, Baldwin,

Barnwell, Bell, Berrien, Butler, Clarke, Davis, of
Massachusetts, Davis, of Missinsinpi, Dawson,
Dayton, Ewing, Foote, Greene, Hunter, King,
Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pratt, Sebastian,
Smith, Soule, Spruunoe, 'Ihtrney, Underwood,
Walker, and Yulco.22.
Nay».Messrs. Benton, Bright, Cass, Chase,

Cooper, Dickinson, Dodge, of W is -onsin, Dodge,of Iowa, Douglas, Downs, Feleli, Fremont, Hale,
Hamlin, Houston, Jonea, Norris, Rusk, Seward,
Shields, Sturgeon, Wales, Wlutcomb, and Wittthrop.24,
The question then recurring upon the Amend-

'nent of Mr. Yulkk.
Mr. YULEE said : As this amendment will

probably be construed by the Set'ate in the light
of a compromise, and mine will therefore not he
accepted, I will not require a vote upon it, but will
ask leave to withdraw it.
The amendment was accordingly withdrawn.
Mr. MASON. This, according to my recollection,and as 1 am informed, is a precedent that

is to be established of giving away the publiclands in tlie Territories to actual setulers. Now, jsir, I do\ibt the justice and the propriety of giving
away the lands at all. But if they are to be given
to actual settlers as all actual donation, it does
seem to me Utnt this donation should at least be
restricted to citizens of the United States. There
is a provision in this Hf'tli section which proposes
to give the lands equally to aliens and to citizens,
It is that which declares that "to all white male
citizens of the United States, or persons emigra|ling from the United States, and who shall have
made a declurniitui of their intention to become
such," Ac.
The PRESIDENT. The part relating to those

emigrating from the United States is stricken out.
Mr. MASON. So 1 suppose ; but it says, "or

persons who shall have made a declaration of
their intention to become such." Now, aliens
iving in this country, who ipake that previous de-
duration of their intention to become citizens, or
as much aliens as before. I move therefore to
strike out those words, "or persons who shall
have made a declaration of their intention to he-jcome such ; upon that motion I ask the yeas and

naysMr. DODGE, of Iowa. I hope this amendmentwill not prevail, The language of the hill
is now precisely the language used in all pre-emptionlaws. 1 trust we are not going to show anyhostiliiy at this lute day to foreign emigrantscoming to this country, who are so desirous to
become citizens in the new Territories. 1 hopethe Senate will vote down this amendment.
Mr. BRIGHT. The senator from Iowa is cor-

red. i ne language of Huh lull is a copy of a I>i11
of u similar character Unit passed both Houses of
Congress. If this amendment prevails, the title
will have to be amended, so as to make it read,
'< A bill granting land to actual settlers, and prohibitingpersona who are born without the limits
of the United Suites from participating in any of
the benefits derivable under this bill." It is propertint tlie Senate should udderstand this amendmentbefore they vote upon it. I could not vote
for a system that gave lands indiscriminately to
nil citizens of the Old World < but when they come
in good faith, proposing to make this their home,
and proposing to follow agricultural pursuits, I
atn in favor of extending to them the benefits of
such laws.
Mr. MANOUM, F think the analogy in the

c.iRes referred to by the senators from Iowa and
Indiana to be wholly false. In the cases of the
right of pre-emption which the Government gives,
there is no gratuity. It only afiords certain facilitiesfor settling upon the land, This in entirely
a dilFerent thing ; and it it were not ton late in the
day to raise the question of power, I rhouM lik*
to know where any senator will find the power to
n»»ke donations «</ libitum to all the refuse popu-
latioii of the Old World. But, sir, it is too late,'
and I will not be guilty of the indecency of mis-

ing ti e question of power. The fact is, we find
power to do what we desire to do, and I have
seeh no instance to the contrary in nty experiencewhich has not been very short. I shnll certainly
vote for the amendment of the senator from Vir-
ginia, holding it tu be in accordance with sound
principle.
Mr. DAWSON" \"o ii,;» t;,.t

has l>pen established t>y any previous law, or any
previous action ofCongrea*. Now, air, what are
the inducements that we are holding out to the
foreigners in order to get clear of our public lands,taking them nwtty from the men, women, and
children of this country? You extend the time
within which any foreigner declaring his inten-
tion to become a citizen may he entitled to the
public lamia three years. Within that three yearsthe information will go upon the continent of Kit-
rope, and there will immediately be thrown into
this country a multitude of aliens, who, as soon
as they land upon our shores, will make a declarationof their intention, so that the whole of yourland will be given away. Europe will turn loose
the whole of her population, and -send them upon
your shores. i 1

And look at the inducement.Sfiil acres of land '

And for what do we give it away to foreigners?
What service have they rendered this country ?
ilnve they been engaged in the defence of the
country? Have they f>aid a dollar of taxation ?
Wheie do the millions come from that you ej^rendfor the purchase of these public lands They |

'asm* from your citizens who have beaa hevtfrttm the foundation of your government. Thcrl pay for every thine; and then, when the laud u
brought in, ndla dollar scarcely is to return to th<
treasury of the country, but you give it away t<those who shall come from foreign countriesWliy, Mr. President, this bill will add to tin
owners of thoae steamships an iniiiier>MC forturnin the wuy of uicreuaed transportation of euu
grant*. Our aea-ahorea will be covered with th<refuse of foreign population, who will all Amitl a r way upon the public lands. The citizen oNew Hampshire and of Georgia, who is fixed itbis location by birth.being stationed there willall the conveniencea of life around him, and althe advantages which have grown tip by bis industry.cannot leave Ins home. He must stn\| there, and must contribute to pav for nurchasnn
(lie nublic lands to be given to these fur -tiers.Mr. President, I have looked upon th state o;things, and it lias become to mea moat unpleusansource of reflection; nndft repeat what I said before, that all our uction here proceeda too mucl
upon a disposition to gratify those imuiediatelyaround us. The old thirteen States.which hawdone most for this country, having sustained it u|to the present moment.assisted by a few of tinSlates that have since come into the Union, arc
to bear all the expenses, or at least the greuteiproportion of theni, and get none of the advun
luges. The public lands ure going as fast an we caigive them away; and when wecunnol find ourowt
countrymen willing to emigrate to take possesionof tliein, we advertise to the world that any for
eigner, from any part of this globe, who maychoose to come here within the space of lliret
years, if he will only signify his intention to be|come a citizen.an intention which he may nevei
consummate.shall be entitled to a borne and 36il
acres of the public land, whether that hind conjlain a gold mine worth a million of dollars or not.And what is the idea in making such a proposition? That we want to increase the populationof the country, when it is increasing sufficientlyrapid already. And to increase it how? llytaxing your people first to buy the land, and thengive it away 10 those people, the paupers of theOld World. And if a senator stands up anil
speaks in favor of the rights of his own countrymen,and of his own section, lie is called illiberal.The representatives of the Western States, it is
true, may want the foreigners to settle moreI rapidly the new country.and I do not l>!am<1 them for having a disposition to encourage thembut I do object to encouraging them to such an
extent as to give them advantages which voui
own native born citizens cannot enjoy. Whatadvertise in every paper on the continent of Eu
rope that every foreigner who comes to this
country in three years, and declares his intentions,shall be entitled to go and settle and own361) acres of land ! Why, sir, the owners of steam
»<iu mm irand*, miii mose interesteu 111 navigation,in order that they may load down their shipswiili paupers from England and other countriesof Europe, will publish the news in every countryof Europe; and the European governments, in
older to get rid of their paupers, will make appropriationsto move them to this country, where
they know that they will be provided for, in this
asylum of the whole world with 3C(i acres of
land, merely hy paying for a declaration of intentionto become citizens.
Mr. President, we ought to consider these

things, and to act upon them; and no gentleman
ought to consider me illiberal in relation to foreigners.I am not so. 1 am myself an immediate
descendant of a foreigner. Dull have no idea of
putting all the burden upon my own countrymenlor the benefit of the population which is to be inducedto immigrate to this country.
Mr. DOUGLAS. I will barely reinurk that

the senator is under a misapprehension in regard
to this lull. The laud cannot l>e granted to foreignersuntil naturalization is completed.
Mr. BENTON. That is just what I was goingto wny. 1 make it a point never to interrupt a

gentleman while he is speaking; otherwise, I
wou'd hare corrected the gentleman before.
Mr. DAWSON. Mow long will it require for

a foreigner to take out his naturalization papers?Mr. BENTON. About fife years.Mr. DOUGLAS. From two to five vears.
Mr. BENTON. It require* five years to completethem,
Mr. DAWSON. From the time lie signifieshi* intention, I suppose lie may go on and occupythe land; and he can go on and hold it until

the time cotiits when Ins naturalization is complete.
Mr. MASON. As that section of the bill

stands with the proposed amendment, all personswho are citizens of the United S'ates may partakeol* the lummy hind, hut they must be citizens of
the United States to enable thein to do it. The
senator from Indiana, [Mr. Uriuiit,] therefore, is
not warranted in saying that the provision of the
law excludes in any manner those who are foreignborn. It will udinit nil who are citizens of the
United State. lint if the amendment is not
adopted, one who is not n ritizen of the United
States may coine upon the public lauds, and receivea donation of it, and enjoy it as his owr.
Now, the policy of ihe naturalization luws requiresnot only tins preliminary declaration of intention,but that lie shall not become a citizen till
five years alter. Hill after live years have expiied,when lie eomes and asks that Ins naturalization
shall be con pleted, he must bring evidence that
lie lias behaved himself like n good and orderlycitizen; he must bring good evidence of character.The policy of the naturalization laws will
not admit those to become citizens who, after a
residence of live yearn, have not acquired such a
general reputation for good character as will enabletheir iieigltlsira to give them a recommendation.And yet, in the face of that, the bill proposesto let the foreigner, Hie next day nf er lie declareshis intention.by which be is not bound.
have the same benefit that is extended to the
American citizen. Str, I have no hostility to naturalizedcitizens. 1 recognize them all alike ufter
they have complied with the law. Tltcy then
stand on an equal footing with other citizens; and
let litem, I say, enjoy the lands, if they a e to be
given away, equally with the rest; but until theydo become citizens, I can see no propriety in gi\ingthem these laud....
Mr. FELCH. I merely wish to call the attentionof the Senate to a provision contained in the

fourth section, in the thirty fourth line, which refers
lo this matter. ii in there provided that no "per

onshall he entitled to a patent of land donated
by this act, until he shall have produced to the
Surveyor General of Oregon the required evidence
that his naturalization is complete." This provision,of course, covers the very case provided
for in the section intended to lie atricki n out. '1 he
title lo the land cannot be pre feeted until the naturalizationis complete.
Mr. BERRIEN. 1 rise to make an inquiry of

the gentlemen who are familiar with the details of
this lull. I understand that, after the individuM's
declaring his intention to heroine a citizen, l.e is
entitled lo 360 acres of land.that he nmy enter
upon the land, and take possession of and enjoy
it, but lie cannot get a patent for it until be lifetimesu citizen. Now, my inquiry is: is there
any time limited in the hill within which he is requiredlo execute his intention which lie has declaredof becoming a citizen? If not, lie is u possessor,whether he geia a (silent or not. I ask
for information; and if that question cannot lie
answered so as to remove the objection which necessarilyresults from n statement of faetN, then
flie amendment proposed hy the senator from Virginiaought, I presume, to receive the concurrence
of the Senate.
Mr. FELCH. I will answer the gentleman's

inquiry.1 do not see, upon coating my eye over
the hill, that there in uny limitation as To time. I
bel.eve there is none. The two (sirtioos of the
lull, of course, are to be construed togethrr, one

having limitation upon the other. It is manifest,
1 think, that the title Would not be perfected until
the (latent was issued, because the issuing of the
patent is provided for as a restriction upon the full
and perfect right of the person occupying the
premises; and although he would haven right to
the possession of the premises during that time,
yet he could not exercise the usuni liem fits of
ownership until he had perfected his title and obtaineda (latent.
Mr. BERRIEN. If there be, as the senator

says, no limitation in point of time within w hich
litis declared intention to become a citizen must be
carried into execution, but if he be pei miued, upon
n mere declaration of that intention, to be put in

possession of the land, lie has a possessory title
which, under the law. you cannot disturb ; and
whatever right of possession he mis, ns there is no

limitation to the transfer, he may transfer it to
another. I had supposed that when the motion
was first made there was some specification of
lime within which the naturalization should he
perfected. But suppose that these five years ahou I
inn out, and the party should apply to a court,
and tt should deride against his application, becausehe had not afforded competent evidence of
lus title, and was not worthy of nnluraii/ation,
would still he w ithin his power to renew h..- npp1icauon. So that it srems to nie one of two thinr*
ought to occur; either the nioiion of the senator
from Virginia ought to prevail, or there oucht bo
lie a prescribed limit within which the onginol


